
Still Waiting for Joined-Up Government 
 

I was at a conference in York a couple of weeks ago focusing on the work needed to ensure the 

success of the eighth International Indian Film Academy Awards (the Bollywoods) being held in 

Yorkshire later this year. The awards are a very large, very prestigious event and there is intense 

international competition for the right to host them - so Yorkshire has pulled-off a very impressive coup 

by winning the 2007 awards. 

 

They are expected to attract over 25,000 people from around the world and have a TV audience of over 

300m people, which will not only provide incredible exposure for Yorkshire but for the UK as a whole. In 

the fast growing tourism source markets of Indian and Asia, this type of coverage is worth its weight in 

gold. 

 

So you’d expect that the Government would be keen to support the event in any way it could. And 

indeed, there were videos at the conference of Gordon Brown and Tessa Jowell both giving their 

support for the event and emphasising the importance of developing economic and cultural linkages 

between the UK and India. 

 

So far, so good. Until you realise that the development of tourism and trade is being jeopardised by the 

UK Government imposing increased taxes and charges on the very visitors from India that is trying to 

encourage. With the increase in visa fees and Air Passenger Duty, visitors from India to the UK now 

have to pay £105 each in Government charges just to board a plane to come here – that’s £420 for a 

family of four.  

 

And the situation is going to get worse. By the end of 2007, all applicants for a visa to the UK will be 

required to supply 10 digit fingerscans and a digital photograph when applying for a UK visa. This 

means every member of every group, including children, will have to turn-up in person at a visa office 

between 9am and 5pm on a weekday to have their fingerprints taken. Although there are 11 visa offices 

in India, this will still cause considerable inconvenience for most potential visitors. 

 

And to cover the increased cost of the new biometric visas, the Home Office is expected to announce a 

further increase in the cost of a visa on 1 April 2007. So potential visitors will have to pay more for the 

added inconvenience of gaining a biometric visa. 

 

All of which highlights the lack of joined-up thinking across Government when it comes to tourism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


